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Abstract. Legal and regulatory framework of underground water studies and use plays a crucial role in organization and holding of 
hydrogeological investigations, and development of estimated reserves. Based on subsoil legislation, it is intersectoral by nature and resides at 
the interface of different branches of law. The paper analyses provisions of water, urban planning, fiscal, sanitary-epidemiological, and other 
types of legislation, and discusses the most sensitive problems of their interaction with the Subsoil Law of the Russian Federation. It is shown 
that the existing requirements are contradictory, redundant, and unstructured, which impedes the efficient and sustainable use of subsoil. All the 
main provisions of the RF Water Code concerning ground waters require the substantial revision. All the documents of urban planning legislation 
should state that the Subsoil Law determines the requirements to exploration and prospecting activities for water, scope of reporting documents, 
and expert review of their results. Classification of ground water types in accordance with their use accounted for in the RF Tax Code should 
be bridged with the FR Subsoil Law and RF Water Code. Corrections should be made to subsoil legislation, which are aimed at establishing a 
clear land plot registration procedure for the purposes of subsoil use. It is necessary exclude approval of reports by Russian Federal Service 
for Surveillance on Consumer Rights Protection and Human Wellbeing (Rospotrebnadzor) from the legal framework. Size of protective sanitary 
zones should be substantiated in the course of reserves assessment and should undergo a geological expert review. It is necessary to correct 
the instructive regulations on the surface water withdrawal allowance that are in force in current environmental legislation; the procedure of its 
approval in ground water reserves assessment should be included in regulatory documentation. Therefore, legal and regulatory framework of 
underground water studies and use requires to bring legal provisions of the related branches of law into compliance with the RF Subsoil Law 
and to put in order rules of numerous subordinate acts. The directions of improvement are shown in this paper. 

Keywords: legislation; regulatory documents; potable and industrial groundwater; subsoil use; licensing; reserves estimation.
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