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Abstract. The article deals with the issue of expanding the raw material base of hydrocarbon raw materials in the light of the general hypothesis of the origin 
and evolution of the Earth - the Belozerov – Sharov – Minin hypothesis. The author believes that both the organic and the abiogenic hypotheses of the origin 
of hydrocarbons, including oil, make a significant contribution to improving the efficiency of prospecting works, to providing the country’s economy with 
energy resources. The author’s practical conclusion is that the prospects for the continental part of Russia and the adjacent shallow water shelf for identifying 
industrial hydrocarbon deposits are far from being exhausted.
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